Porter Middle School

Algebra Readiness B Spring 2012
Instructor Contact Information 

Stephen Worland - Room 1 – 818-920-2271 - swarland@lausd.net
If you need to get in touch with me, you can write me a note in the agenda and I will either call you or give you a written answer. One of the ways that worked well for some parents was to e-mail me. I am very good about answering e-mail and parents find that this very convenient.  My e-mail address is swarland@lausd.net. You can also leave me a voice mail message, but I only check those weekly, so notes or email work better. 

Web Site-
www.mrworland.com
I also have a web site at which I have a place for students to get the upcoming homework if they are absent. The site is www.mrworland.com. You can also e-mail me from that site. This site will have a calendar of what is happening in class, copies of important documents, links for the textbook, and other useful information. I will have example of projects that we are doing. You can also get copies of class rules and the class project there. 

Course Description

Algebra Readiness is a one-year course designed to adequately prepare 8th grade students for Algebra. According to the Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools (2006 Revised Edition), it is imperative that students master pre-algebraic skills and concepts before they enroll in a course that meets or exceeds the rigor of the content standards for Algebra I adopted by the State board of Education 

The sixteen targeted standards for Algebra Readiness (thirteen from grade 7 and three from Algebra I) are grouped into the following topics: Operations on Rational Numbers, Equations and Functions, The Coordinate Plane, Graphing Proportional Relationships and Algebra (Introductory Examples). They are purposely limited in number to provide teachers the flexibility and time to rebuild the following foundational skills and concepts that may be missing from earlier grades: Whole Numbers, Operations on Whole Numbers, Rational Numbers, Operations on Rational Numbers, Symbolic Notation, Equations and Functions, and the Coordinate Plane. 
Course Objectives

REPRESENTATIVE PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES AND SKILLS 
In this course, students will know and be able to: 

Demonstrate the concept of place value in whole numbers. 

Demonstrate fluency with operations on whole numbers. 

Demonstrate fluency with representing fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percentage. 

Demonstrate fluency with operations on positive fractions 

Demonstrate fluency with the use of symbols to express verbal information. 

Demonstrate fluency in writing and solving simple linear equations. 

Demonstrate fluency in plotting points, interpreting ordered pairs from a graph, and interpreting lengths of horizontal and vertical line segments on a coordinate plane. 

Demonstrate fluency in graphing and interpreting relationships of the form y= mx
Use operations such as taking the opposite, finding the reciprocal, taking a root and the rules of exponents 

Simplify expressions before solving linear equations in one variable. 

Solve multi-step problems, including word problems, involving linear equations in one variable and provide justification for each step 

Required Texts 

We will be using Prentice Hall Mathematics Algebra Readiness as your textbook. You will need to bring your textbooks to school every day unless I tell you not to bring them.

Other Supplies
Expected Materials to have everyday: 
Three ring binder with paper (Spiral Binders are not recommended)
Agenda for keeping track of homework
Pencils with erasers
Pens
Calculator(optional)
Assignments

Letter Grade
Quizzes
There will be a quiz every Friday. 
These quizzes will be worth 20% of your grade. There will be no make up on quizzes. (See below)
Homework
There will be homework at least four times a week. These will be worth 20% of your grade. 
Failure to turn in homework will result in a "U" in Work Habits and can lower your letter grade.
Homework is to be turned in daily. If you are absent you are responsible for making up all homework missed.
Homework is listed on the sideboard and should be made up by the following Friday.
Late Homework will not be accepted more than one week after the due date. 
Text books must be brought every day. Failure to bring textbook can result in a lowering of work habits grade.
Tests
There will be unit tests and a final for each semester.
These will be worth 40% of your grade.
Tests will be made up.
Projects
There will be projects throughout the year. 
These will be worth 20% of your grade.


Grading Policies

Grading Policy:
To show mastery of the subject, students that do not receive a C or higher and do not pass the districts Algebra EOC exam with a Proficient grade will need retake Algebra 1 in High School. 
My grading is set on the following scale:

A
100-90%
B
89.9-80%
C
79.9-70%
D
70-55% 
F
54.9-0%

Work Habits:
Your Work Habits grade is based upon your Homework percentage:
85% and greater is an E
70% to 84% is an S
69% and less is Unsatisfactory.
Cooperation:
Your cooperation grade will be based upon classroom behavior and your ability to follow directions.

Marking Policy
Every 10 weeks I will throw out one missed homework grade and one missed quiz grade. If you missed a quiz, or did not turn in a homework assignment, it will not be counted. This is why I will not accept late homework or allow you to make up a quiz. This will help the absent student because they will not also miss the instruction that they would receive on the day that they are making up the quiz.
Class Policies

Attendance
Regular attendance is important since new material will be taught every day.
If you are absent you are responsible for making up all homework missed.
Homework is listed on the sideboard and should be made up by the following Friday.
Failure to make up homework will affect both letter and work habits grade.
Being late to class will affect both Cooperation and Work Habit grades.

Expectations for Classroom Behavior
Rules
Follow Directions
No conversations during lectures.
No yelling or swearing

Rewards
Praise
Class rewards (no homework and others)
Positive comments in the agendas and phone calls to parents

Consequences:
1.  First offense:
Warning
2.  Second offense:
Stay 1 minute after bell
3.  Third offense:
Stay 1 minute after the bell and Parent is contacted after school
4.  Fourth offense:
Send to Dean
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - 

Student’s Name______________________________________________________
Please sign and return this letter so I may keep it on file.
I have read and understand the above and agree to follow the instructions.

___________________________________  _____   _____________________________  ________
Student's Signature
       

            Date
    Parent's Signature

    
            Date

